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Scarch for ethnic identity, is one of the most 
controversial issues maong the people of Chitral, having 


their lineage in divevse sroupse the Khov socity emnerged 


ag n result of Social interaction of a number of poople 
who migrated from differenct places for differents veasons, 
in the lony course of history, the recorded portion of which 
covers only а period of about 2000 ycarse 


Choke and Matchokes's migration from Chilas to Chitral 
is one of the sad episodes, still alive in the folklore of 
Chitral, and Chilns. The story reveals thet, a абзе broke 
out among brothers over the Chieftainship of Chiles, in the - 
13th Century A.D. Bote vas of name of the winning brother 
who wags the elder one, while Choke and Matchoke vere the 
looserse Some folklorists claim that Choke and Matchoke 
vere brothers ond o thers call them son and father, 


After having been overpowered by tho stronger group 
they migrated elongvith their followers to Chitral through 
the Hindu Kush mountain valleys to the esat and north cast 

xal. 


Descenüents of Choke and Matechoke live in different valleys 


of Chilas Leading to Kohistan, Svat, Dir and Chit 


of Chitral and Afghenigtan. Those who live in Laspar, Macha 
Oveer and other places, in the Northern part of Chitral 

have been mixed up with the Khor society and have lost their 
language and customs, but major portion of the deine living 
in Boori, and Asheret in the Southern part of Chitral and 
Seu in the Kunar valley of Afghanistan still speak the 
Chilasi dailect of Shina, and they have preserved their cust- 


nes 
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ома and traditions, mostly through strict Lars of marri 
vithing the tribe. Account of a survey in 1999, shows their 
total population uptp 19000 souls in Chitral and 6000 in 
Afghanistan (оч in the refugees сапр of Zomargers (Dir). 


There are living senenologists in the tribe sho can repet 
the lineage of 13-15 generations Upto Choke and Ипл%оһо!:з, 
and further to Karar, the forebearer of the Teibes in Сайлав. 
It is said that Karar belonged to Arab origin whose fore- 
fathers had migrated to Chilos from Kashnir.e Denzil Ibbetnon, 
(Tribes and castos of Panjab) and John Biddulph, (Tribes of 
the Hindu Kush) have mentioned the migration of Karar anë Cho 
and Motchoke from Kashmir to Chilas and Chilas to Chitral 
respectively 
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Union of the descendants of Choke and Hazehoko is a 
voluntary body, formed with the main objective of оптарт. 
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(A0. My poetry is pleasing so let me come to the point that I vant to hring 
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“forthe 
2 i now naranbe eine story of пу great.qgrand-father „the grand father of us 
| - the ashreties о 
| 73) His name was Chhoke and his father's was t'aéhhoke D 


A Chilas was the land he belong: „за the епа people obeyed and respected 


“hime 


;:Seshin was famous trise ini Chillas, and jhe was respactable head of the trine 
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They ааа spina, | the’ FE з i 11 famdus in Pakistan , 


He nad fóur sons. аз dotem: ала young. 


В. The eldest of them was shrewd and intelligent e 
/ 9„7пе eldezíon succedded to poser after his death. 
10. For sometime they lived in unity and harnony o 
A bee But! time was cruel and they sell prey to the cruelty of time, 
12. “he eideSkbrother us&rped power so the youngsters felt in-secure 
under him. | 
13. The younger three joined hands against the eldest brother. 
14. A11 the three got restless and fell apart from the oldest onee 
15. They аза net feel safe sog went on exile. 


16, They bore the harshi of continuo vs journey in mountains till they 


n 
found themsejves Jithin the bowüries of C hitral. 
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i7. They continsed their journey south till they reached Dosh. 


18. One of them took the route to Shishikoh valley and settled in Kalas 


19.. "no remaining tuo brothers travelled further üouth and reached 
Ashrete 
20, Aslıret fastinated Chhoke and he shosef the valley for a permanent 


home and l&¥ed a happy life. 

21. whe last of tha three went further down and settled in Jove in unfor 
valley Ën Afghanistan. 

225% Chhoke was the reat.gran#- father for  ^4Gh-23tí£e3 who took residence 


jin Ashret, 


УА E Whatever might be the reason of variation the fact remains, 
as has been vori£icd from meny sources that the Bozhokey tribe in 
Sorlaspuz , Silshingey and Goporotoy of sshret , Dbhorhghoy;of 
Boshey of Kushum end Gowites are the descendants of one father, 
pe it Bote (chi las) cr ere (according to: Ashretig fokklorists ). 
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Lo e CNN to the minutest details . 

RI The epic so safely preserved by Qazi Mohammad and -vubsequently 

by his sons , is record of events not only of the migration but it aiso 
aires enovghE . i formation about various military canpaicns in and arround 
Ashret , undertaken by GhoHHoke and his sucegescors e The epic has been ° 
waitten in 1962 oa the instruction of Gazi Said Mohammad andj it is based 

on the story that was memorized by the people through generations зла pas o? 
down as sacred heritage tv one to another till it was finally reduced 


to writing Pera баца and uptodate USE CEPS "table of the descendaths 
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of спона descendants up to early sixties of the 20th contury. 
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The story goes that webn Chc:e alongwith his men 


soldiers „hunters , musicians and sen 3killed in other crafts 
and а number of shepherds with herds of cattle and horses etc reached Ashret 
he Was facinated ру the yreen fertile and almost virgin valley sand decided 


to settle thet . the valley was densely forested with varieties of fruit 


trees and provided men rich pasture for the animals ami gadeg for tne 


hunters . It is пайа that the null. of Ashret uas thickly covered with trees 


Vith vine 
i tnes over them and th? nullah bed was lugh green with small stren 's 
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of water flowing under them.A basket of grapes rolled down over tho vil. 


at Ziarat would reach Ashret without failing дол to the ground Tt is тахан 


Said that the shepherds used to let their herds ofgoatsenter one sido of 
che mullah and would wait at. the other end to collect them in the ovoniny 
„after the days grzazivz.At the time oft Chhokes arrival ,^5mret Wa з under 
“the ‘control of a local' Тао Shawa’ H^ lived 3” а fort паг on ^ 
nigh plateau near HirKhani.accross the mullah. Another chieftain wan 


stationed at ars ther fort in Ashret on another high plateau Known а 
kot (Upper fort), The, Chieftain in ashret SRS limited atonomy and was 
САХ of Jiagarshaw, The remnets of both these forths 


ean stili be foun ditheres Both these forts were built on Yontege points 


which had their stketegical importante in those dayé and the Khali kht 
Zort gave tugh resistance during the fight later on, Nagarshov as 


other Xalash Chieftains in different localities ,engoyed atononous 


and authority in this. ‘àreas Daring this period Rashawai was comparatively 


an independ ver Chitral. Nagarshęy collected fron Xalach 


twelve gouiskinfull of local wine sade ont of 


raspberries , to be gien as Khiraj 212 TAK 
a sort Gi tame Chhoke: a у! thet the Kalash people of Ashrot covld not 


people of Ashret 
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bear this burden et ‘they, badly needed sone divineg power to rescue the. 


баб of their йогу e “Chhoke: wus d sureva” man and a military genius 


and ne tho ght of ‘exploiting the Situation in his uun favour and slo:ly 


turned tne tides, against Nagarshav. He (Chhoke ) had not accepted а lo cr 


Position! in the court © iis jown brother i.n Chilas and left his father. 


langéox good’, how, “could he: 


ive gf under Nagarshaw, - or accent his 


fo conspire) to. k 


authority `s il Hagar shen ака his people (at Latzer stace) 


“o£ action. fot him’. Mot only this but he hod 
already plaganed) © bring. the y entire area of Ashrct and Arandu vali 

under his control ў SLE tbe seen from the developments of event 
later оп". PREIS ў 


mee 3 Elimination or SECUN E 


E Jocal Kalash Population as mentioned , vere fed up from Hr 


shagws Suppressi ive and oppressive sule@ The oeoplo sufiered аз he hask 


iet loose a reign ‘of terror in the area, Their honour and lives : 


safe. Chnoke had long ‘ago thought of astablishing his own author 


area, oo he exploited the situation and gained the favour ага con? 


of people . Once he knew the day had come,he put the plañ in execution 


and revolted „ Wagarshaw was in his fort at Mickany when sone info 


broke the bad neys to him „ He got furious and immediately left for 
Ashir 


shret to teach a lesson to them and ragain control of the people , 
Chhoko vell planned thc action, The track leading to ashret from his for 


was very narro\:,cut through mountainous terrain , Chhoke had laid 


Ampush on jthesuay and Hagarshayw was attacked oa unawere at а place 


Knox: 


‘duis Bhanar o He did.not have any reaction time and had ^^ 


force c Teirest . The weapons used then were aarrovs and 
Spears. Hi, attempt  -o-join his men in the fort vas foiled by the 
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the Ampushing forces aud he was b 


The loss ‘of ‘blood we Jakened [him and 
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died, The pla ace where he succumbed to the Wounds £s known as Mak Dneanar. 
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He was ill£aned for tyrrany and terror. 


The Kalash were fod up of his opperassive rule,They found no vay to 
escape niether they could fight him, 

7. So over great grand father joined them and shared their sacred and 
Fongideomtconfidanee, 

B. They conspired in a meeting to 12у ambush and kill Naaershev. 

9. Some one broke the news of asiireties revoltcto Hagarsbow 

10. “hen he heard tho new he was infuriated, 

116 He Was mad with fury and immediately started off. 4 

12. Не rede a horse апа left for ashy zo crush the rebellion and 

z back order in the area ъ N i ч Ў 
15. The: “Bshreties: nad already 3aid, aubushi at: various places. 
14. "hen! “Nagarshow reached, the 53 Surprise 


the “ambush parties took him by 
S and. attacked hime | 
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2. Battie Ofjfhalikot And Eliminat Lion Of Malash on Of Ashret. 
Rhalikot (Upper fort) маз constructad on 5 high plateau which was 


asy to defend by minumum force, “he арргоасћос leading to the fort 


Wore very &áirfficulg to negotiate! by a deployéd force both darin; 


the tine and night. Tha abd only probülus for the defending forces \ 
е inside’ fort мав лы j supplies’ and, logistic support for - 


Longer eration in 7 Tt is said 


a “determined anemy,. 


that ti was used as winter: Xe in summers the chieftain 
NE ay "TS Z = ч 
“wne went to'apisce in the tigh monnta] Bast of Barađdam, known as 
Ragen Pai engen today „ Xt was Linked vith Rhabi kot bv a narrew and 


difficult track cut through ‘the uc: ntains. 2 


aces of this 
at places still oxiat , Another interesting thing about the 
along narrow suspension Bridye laid from 
rleatu on the other 


track, 
fort 
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furlàóng and of аро t the same hight from the grouns. This wag aim 
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+ No gne could dare goon the: 


rhage to bbing the child back and any panic 


would scare the 2а thus falling down. A man of intelligence ap 


1 scene who “brought another baby | of the sa ne ago and mode him stand on the 


REKET 


пса then, the! boy. on the bridge лаз” аванс ied. by this Eid and by 


instinct only he started апа safely yeached hack to the entrance, Ehis 
"bridge and the :ledehd is ;4вәскзәча ап j 
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E fw JM 


A suspension bridge: "was laid from Kanan Guch to "Palosali" 


Be This bridge was à showpiece to show the grandeur of his authority. 
im: This bridge was Gennt for any use out a wonder for people 


4 There uere no experts skilled in coroentory or other cratts. 

5. The bridge vas at a hight of abcut a fur long апа people ‘ondcred 
to watched it. 

6. Тїз elders of the area tell a strange vale aboat this br 
бау thet a 

fo Once a baby went over the bridge un his fours an 


and 


©. He could niether go ahead nor ic back and th 
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9.0, it was not passible for anyone to wa 
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over it nor any body could 


his age anc AEN h im sit on tho enterancee E 
5 xm: 


ESO “When the” baby on ‘the’ CET ёти thé fother he státed takking to him , 
12. erg ا‎ exchange a few werda ihz-baby of the bridge started back, 
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on. the ground and зге very rleasad 
with that young an'inteliégent mane 
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inée Bhalla kot fort was ‘a'strong Hola їп the area and provided strong. 


Natural defence because of natural of obsticles and difficult terrain , 
Chhoke after carrying out a detailed military appreciation oË the Situa 
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Xn its entirity y. concludéd that within i shano S4 trength апа resource 


jevalsonie tojhim at that;time , the chances of' success were very me 
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ak 
Ber over “Һе” навь GG the Joyalty lof the Kalash population against 


thett co tribesmen inside the fort, Thay ha joined hands with hin ícal'erzy 
against. Nagarshow only because they vere fod up of the torrany of Nagarshow 


and су г increasing demands e But ias gngthkor a fifZerent niis scien 


Therefore, .Chhoke аве ава to сет ‘sone outside helo. He contacted 
Akhundsalak Baba of neighbouring Dir, He was the spirtaáài. leader of the 


time and a political elite „ “поке was shango ho ovid come іл 1 


for Jihad against the pagans and non believers if he could convince 


So he did , and Akhund Baba agreed to join him with strong foc 


fight against the Kalash. The co bine forces gonsinted of infantry a 
сауал гу апа wera EERE with arrows Spears and muzzie Loaded guns. 
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. Chhokes and Axhund Baba combined forces At пакса R 


Uo ce TL or ce Ost! 


-inmates repulseé it a Day and night attacks vere launched but the fort 
Mould not falle 'onsidery the attacks futile , the attacking forces d cir 
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anda the chief would surrender. The siege continued for а period longer 
than m Chhoke had thought. He got worried and did not know how the water 
supply was mado. To his good luck, Chheke came to know about the seoret 
water pipe line to the fort. The secret was disclosed by none but the 
princesse Daughter of the chief- herself, This young beautiful aud 
prettiest of the pretty, had follen in Love with one of Chhoke soldiers 
who had no match in smartness, bravery and hendsomeness, The young 
princess saw her lovers forces failing in their attempts and sinco she 
could not wait any longer to joing her lover and since she knew the weż 
key to their success lay in the stoppage of the water supply systea , 
she sent a message to her lover disclosing tho secret of mter water 
supply system through a messenger. The pipe line was yet another 
Masterpiece and кашк menifestation of skill of the people. A pipe lins 
which was made by joining to gather the horns of Morkhors (Mountain goats) 
was an undergrounds system that came from a distant spring in Surmichan 
in the mountains, No one but a very few inside п the fort knew about thc 
secret underground system and to Chhokes good luck,the pricess was one, 
When she let the secret out to her lover he informed his Commaüder, 

it was still a problem to Locate the exact arrea „ They tried all 
possible methods but failed. Finally Chhoke thought of another way. 

He Ordered his forces to stop water to the horses. The horses vere 

denied water for three consecutive days. He knew the horses would 

digout the underground pipé line, for water. He then let loos the thirsty 
horses in the area and paraded the entire surrendings. The pipe line 
broke under the feet of the horses and water supply was disrupted, fhe 
stock of water in the fort exhauted and the inmates lost the will to 
fight, Then Chhoke Army launched the final and decisive attack, The fort 
was captured and almost every one except the princess: was killed. The ' 
princess was given in Marriage to her lover, According to the Folklorists 
and the epic, tnis young princess was so Geligate and brought up in such 
comfortable environments that inspite of the cosist amt bed she had a 
very restless and unconfortable sleepless night with hen lover. He was 
upset and surghed her bed and found a hair waich was the cause for all. 
the trouble, She could go to sleep when the hair wa: removed from the 
bed. Though this legend is narrated by every elder yet ik mex: the 
description of her delicacy and the story of the troublesome hair, 

seems to be only a poeitic exageration . The sequency of events described 
in the apic is as followt- E 5 


Translation 


(1) Then cur great grand father thought of another plan. 
(2) He decided to eliminate the KALASH Population who were pagans 
and none belivers. 


(3) Baba Akhund Salik m? then was spiritual Leader of Dir, 
(4) Our Grand father immediately left for Dir to meet him, 


(5) He narrated the whole story to hin and told them the purpose o^ 
his Visit that. 


Ey 


66) The whole population of Ashret is pagan, none bólivers and 
Idolaters. 


(7) They know nothing about Ged and His Holy Prophèt. They worsh:; 
idols. 


(8) If you ( Akhund Baba ) come to help us . 
(9) We will togather fight the none belivers. 


(10) When this pious and God fearing man heard the story and belive 
it te be the trouth. 


(110 He accompanied him ( CHHOKE ) with a force of Muüjshids, 


кс ә 


12. The force motivated to fight in the name of God reached Ashret in 
highy spirits and Mcrale. 
13. A big fort at Rahli Kot plateau existed = so we hve heard from the 
elders. 
14, This Belonged to chieftain who Lived in this fort and had earned л 
great name 
15. He lived in this fort with honour and dignity since long and no one 
could rise against him, 
16. He had constructed a roid to link this fort with a place ragen Pai, 
47. He used Rajan pai as summer resord while he returned to Rahli Kot 
in winters. 
18. He had arranged a hiden woter supply system te the fort, 
19, Зе had lad a pipe Line made out of Morkhors horns s» 
20. Then the pipe iine was burried deep underground апа the water flowed 
in-to the fort throgh kkx this improvised system of pipe line, 
21. Tne pipe line was not visible on the surface of ground as it was 
carefuliy Laid underground, Р 
22. All this was done with Military point of view so to ensure regular 
water supply to the inmates in time of emmergency, ' 
RY. 
The battle is described in these worlds. 
25. Ав soon as the Mujahida ( Combined forees of Akhund Baba and Chhoke) 
reached the battle ground the readyly prepared to fight. 
24. They were all strong, brave man and expert riders. 
25, They considered the fighting as a festivity and none seemed scared 
or worried. 
26. They attacked the Kafors and the mk noise of thé swords and spears 
could reach the heavens a 
27. The striking sources and spears produced noises like thundering 
clouds in the sky. 
28, They attacked the fort many a times but the imates did not give in. 
29. There was a beautifulk young girl in the fort- The pricess , daughter 
of the chieftain, she was like а Ғаўгу, 
30. She did not seem to be a hwuvan being but as if born to fairies 
1 She vas slim and tall. 
31. There vss a soldiers in chhokes a Army ~ handsome and smarts- like 
shining moon v» in the sky. А 
32. The princess foll in love with him, and could not think of spending 
a single moverent without him, . 
55. She cried іп loneliness and tzars ran down her cheeks lige а river ir 


flood, 


кес sas 


34. She could bear по more the agony cf lonelihess and «anted to joir 
her lover without further loss of a minute, 2 


$5. She send a word to him through a Enasenger . 

36. She desclosed the secret of underground water supply system to him 
and the news were received with great joy by chhoke and his man. 

37. Thay palned to stop givt&z water to tho horses, 


38. And for ihres consective days the horses were denied water. 


39. And then they were to be let logs in the area and the thirst 
atrickel horses would dig out the hidden voter. 


40, They would dig the ground with their feet and disrupt the pipe line 
^1. This mater plan was agreed to by al? and so they did, 


^2. When this plan vas exectted the result was achived . The ska water 
supphy was disrupted aud the inmates God waw worried, 


45, When water in side exhausted, they lost the whil to continue fighting 
44. So the fort was captured and the &nmates were all killed, 


45. The Kafers were defezted and chhokes forces came out conquerers 


Chhoke and his people it is said had not imbraced Islam, till he 
went to Akhund Bab a and return as muslim with support for Jihad agazrsk 
against the Kalash at Ashret. The exact period of the their ceónversion 


^to Islam is not know » According to the apic, chhoke requested Akhund Babe 
to support him for Jihad against the Kelash. He might have ambraced 
islam right then but the none Islamic names in the Eeneological record 
suggest they converted very kupa let. However none Islamic names can not 
necessarily be guoted to suggo the people had not embraced islam ” 
because even today some mislim names are quite on islamic like Purdum Wal: 
Shapir Khan, Jarash etg, He might hive embraced Islam at the hands of 
Akhund Baba are it could have been а political alliance, 


“hen Rahli Kot fell to Chhoke and his Army, some of the inmates 
escaped and took refuge in the Jungle up in the ncuntafiás called 
Dir-o-Dand, where 1% ih belived was another Kalash Village. Chhoke forces 
went in persuit and after a fierce battle defeated the Kalash there and 
Dorned alive those who took refuge in the jungle by putting fire to it 
Now his Army expEi ted their sachivements further and decided to eliminate 
the entire Kalash Population living in the twelve different Villages of 
Ashret. Kotgha was onc the bigest Villages and whole Kalash people used 
to concentrate at a central muse Place named Matan Theni, а corrupted 
nane for Natan Theni meaning the dancing place in Ashreti dialect, 

to celebrate their annual festivals, weddings and death cermontes, 
Choke awaited such an eccation and one night all the people of the twelve 


Villages collected in Motan Thani and drank and danced through the nisht 


wa Unaware of the rest of the world and the elfate awaiting at -hesg 


„ Ve koe 


door steps. When they enjoyed themselves to the full they went into 

deep slumber, Chhoke: raided them in the dorkness of night and killed every 
one. Maton Theni ( The dancing place ) was turned into a Valley of the 
deathy The apic goes on to describ^t:- 


p 1. Their next bigest village was at Kot Gha named Jagidam without 
any doubt. 


T 2. ‘This village was very big ~ so we have heard from our ancestors 


3, A site was selected to be used as a communal place for celebratic: 
by them all, 


4, This place was ms kenown as Maton Theni апі the entire population 
concentrathén here to celebrate festivals ~ Weddings and funeral 


5, All the people were collecting there to celebrate some festivesl-, 


6 The population of the all twelve villages God togather there whe 
were none belivers and idolators. 


T. They со есъіућу celebrated their weddings and funerals in the 
ways of none belivers. 


B. The Mujaids were tao glade to fight the none muslims . 


ЕРУ. KERE RN | ||: : 
hee ‘9, ‘They were ‘eliminated by the Mujahida. 
+ te 40, AS Soon: as they "were ‘attached the surrendered. 


€ 45. Thus the forces of chhoke captured all. the twelve villages of 


SS t 
Eas е АСЫ 
4 


azt After the entire area was brought under controll, Akhund Baba 
decided to live for his home alongwith his шер. On his way back he took 


along with him a large stone from Diroo-Dand as souvenir of his expedition 
and laidsü it at the foundation wall and it is seid that Dir was named 
х rxtx after this stones 


Trang.ation 


1, On his way back afterxk the completion of iis mission «hund Babe 
took a stone from Dir-c-7a3nd ` 


ә 


2„ He took this stone with hime as souvenir , 


3. When he reached Dir, He kept the stone an e save place, 
4, When the construction of what is today khonm as Dir were starte 


this stone was 1аќа as foundation stone of the boundry wall, 


5. And on the advice of this great saint, the place was named Dir 
after this stone. i 


6, From that ke day on this place was called Dir and Dir is its n m^ 
even todar. 


=--12---~ 


Аз a token in gratitude, Chhoke used to zxXxmtsent Akhund Baba ever, 
year, butter 011 ( Ghee ) and his successors continued sending it till 


the time of Nawab Mohammad Sharif han ~ Ruler of Dir 

In the mean tims to perstie his objectives , he develpnad friendship 
with the Malik of neighbouring Donel. To further stronthen the ties of 
friendship, he proposed marriage ib) Mal Ai k's Sister, On his first visit 
to Domel Chhboké was given a grand reosiption by the Malik ( Ex not 


mentioned ). 4 bic eersnony was held in his honour. Ne stay: 


few days and when he showed his desire to reurned to Askret, he was 
asked by the Domeli Malik, as tne custem wes, for his special liking 

of presents and gifts if any. Chhoke was a claver man and planned his 
future course of action well in advance. His friendship with the Malik 
and marriage of his sister was not without any purpose. So within the 
framework of his planning for future, he asked for an arrow each for his 
nan as gift. Malik did not foresee things then and he was too happy to 
do so. Chhoke returned to Ashret with his giftse Arrows. Next years 
about the same time he set out for the tour of Dorel and sent a anssenger 


ahead. Domeli Malik again received him x ceremoniously. After о few ¢ 
stay, while returning back he demanded the seme numer of arrows as 


previous year. The Malik, This time got the Joke but showed no signs 
of any disapprovail and gave him the arrow, but he could read the min 


of chhoke and waht he was upto. The demand was a takextax ( THANG b- 


^ 


in local dialect ) which meant that chhoke was exorcicigg his ovthority 
in Domel, When Chhoke left for Ashret , the malik called and energency 
neetting of the elders und decided to kill ohhoke before he did something 
big. They immediatly left for ashret and camped at Katar Gha. Chhoke Lived 
in а village at SHAYSBI „ He and his people were enjoying drin-s and Genc 
at а communal place at Shaycbi, when the spy sent by malik frou Katar Cho 
saw the whole affair. After they got tired of drinks snd dances they 


went to sleep. This timo it was chhokes truning. The history hed герзебеа 


it self too soon for him. they were Bunk unaware of the enemy аб the 


be 
3 


heads. Tha кых spy reported the situation which was morethen а naopy 
news to Domelies because they expected a tough battle cthemrise, and 
to defeat chhoke in a battle wos not an easy job. Domelies could loss 
every things. The Domelies attacked the sleeping man and killci every 
one there except a young boy- son of Chhoke from the Domely wife. 
They took the boy along and brought him up in domel. He grew up to be 
2 “pave young man. His name was Bota, Sota somehow 

learné& the story of his fathers trajic епа in the hands of hic uncle 
He bore the egony of the trajidy but at the same time secretly decided 
to avenge his father and other reletives, without sharing the c 
with any one else, He took the permission of his aging unclo, Th 


n 


13 


La 


ес 
and come to settle іп Ashret. Soon he entered into the court of Reis 
= rubr of Chitral ay 


се Ern 


He proved his lolyalty to the Raise Mehter aad gained his confidence 
At an appropriate opportunity he sought the helo ef rais io avenge hia 
father. He promissed the Mehter to fight the ( r tribe in Arandu 


Valley and bring them under his authority if he was given tha necessary 


Support. The rais aggree and sent a force with nin. The apic deacribs 


it asia 


franslagion 


1. Another thought struck Chhoke, He made friendship with Demexi 


Halili. 
2. After Mutual understanding Chhoke got married to Malik's Sister. 


5. He ( Chhoke ) went on a visit to Doml to show good will Jesture 


to further gkrenthen strenguhen the ties of friendship. 

4, Domeli Malik displayed immense pleasure on his visit. 

5. And according to the traditions of the tien, he received hin 
ceremonecusly . 

6. When after a few days he was returning to Ashret, every one сапе 


to see hin өт Dut before departure what our'sreat grand father 
did wes ~ He demanded fron every ome arrow bearbr.mmüxaxuoM 


3. He demanded an arrow each for his man and they gave each of ther. 


зп аггом, 
9. Everg шэп happoly gave an orrow to his man. 


10, Arrow is to bow as cartrage is to a rifle at times of war, 
11. When he reached Ashrat he relexed there and did other things, 


12. Next year about the same time he again started of to tour Domel 
А 


15. to inform the Malik of his visit he sent a men ahead 


14, When the malik heard the news of friends visit he was over joyea 


‘15, He detailed smart men for recetption and service. 


16. He stay for a few days which he spend most comfortably and 
without any complaints. 

17 He showed his intentions to return and tne alik was informed 
accordingly. А 

18. But our great grandfather, had im wind, to demand the arrows 


as per previous years 


19. The Malik was asked to give the number of arrows Е given lost 
year. 


c5 
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20. 
21. 
22. 
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The Маї1К displayed outwardly pleasure to meet his demand . 

But inwordly he was upset and the demand antegenised him, 

He knew the demand was, not without designs and knew Lt would become 
à permanent ax. 


, Every one got wonried to realised that it would trun into permanent 


E "liability о! Rae: Бе peii. 


But the AE malik did not show his annoyance. 


And like the previcus years тато each men of Chnoke and PCW. 


As soon as cur grand father left for Ashret , the Malik comsulted 


He got them togather who had lost faith in hin ( CHHOKE ) 
friendship. 

ALL the men agreed and decida? to kill chhoke. 

Shayobi where oldest village was situated was the abod of Thheke, 
At this place the made merry danced and &njoy. 

The often celebrated festivals till late at night and enjyed life, 
The Domelies concentrate; at a place to go to fight Arhreties. 
All the baryge and young warriors set off fcr Авг E 


When the all reached Katar Gha they camped | thers, 


"And sent spy ahead to bring information about і tha enemy. 


When the Spy reached Ashret: the people welcomed him es per their 
tradit fon and Jat hin enjoy the ecostion with hem then. 


When hee enjoyed the mueio and dancing tili late at night they 
EXEAT. feel g mmi tired апа sh бет Dye 


And ali ЛЫН they. went into deep Барат mu unaware of any thing 
arround them. ] 


Zhe soy who had kept himself awake and alert went to his people 


and téld them we - 


That right st that movement Ashreties were fast asleep and 
unconscious like dead man. 


When they learnt tnis happy news they immediately sterted off 

towards the village. 

They reached there and stood at heads of these sleeping man who 3 
ic dead. 

They killed every one there . 

Chheke had а young son very dear to hin. 

His name was Bota so I have heard from my anciators. 

This Boy related to Doumclios, he was the son of their sistor, 

"hey spared him from killing and took him along to Donel 


they brought him up well and looked after him. 


ا 


54, „Не; camo Back 
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they camped there and sent a spy to collect i 
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49, When he crossed the age of, boyhood, bo grive up to thu be s ma n 
he Learnt the tragic story of his fathar morit 

50. thereafter he had nothing tê ‘worry about except thinking c^ 
avenging his gather . 


and settled there. 


52, This was the time when Rais still ruled Chitral. He entered to 


court of Rais to, get his hol: support. 


. БЫ, AND ARANDU. AVENTURES 


= n б 


fa eis cold blooded 

n of Rais in support p er 
е called Hslor (Domel Y 

Zeoractien. ss was 

probebly the tradition! ‘with ali the tribes їл those days the Donel 


Uere cei ebrating sone festival at Commen placa, The Domely Chief 
no apprehensions what во ever of any appe ition or attack fron 


Aften negessary БББ ЕЛЫЙ to avange hi 
yder by Domely Chief, Bota alongwith ће ue 
i da Ashret for) Domcl. When they reached: api 


had 


HLS 


i SC E Bota Xm raidéd then at night and kili thea all, without any 


resistence, After! taking Pevenge fron "the. Bomelies, Bota continued 
cereal towards Arandu. The Gabar tribe inhabiting the area of A 


Au 


wnto RAMRAM and NURSAT, were onave worriers. After a fierce battle ot 
Avandu, Bota defeated them and continued the prouit operation tow yards 


Renrame The Gabar Tribe has lost the will to fight and they c 
consolidate, their DR RS UE and thus lost their final battle 


So Gabarong ~The area of B Gabar tribe upte Nursat (Now in m e zen) 


" was brought under ‘controll and aujugati on and was handed over to Rais 


WORT Sota “Bon of Chhoke, had established to supremacy of 


the nier of Chitral, Tke pronis was kept and the agreemant noncurec. 


„in Ashret and surrounding areas incl udi ag. Gal ronie Rain 


with Bota and in: necongnition bf br avery and loyalty d displa 


the, fights with Gabar gave nis gifts, presents and royal attire. 


Boas family flourished and 1ived i TIL peace and harmony, “hereafter. 
According to Scotts notes , Ashreties always kept aloof frem goverzmicht 
sate affairs. They had гше, relations both with Dir and p bral 
States. Ashrec Waa under Dir's,administarative controll tii very Тате 
When the administrative ae ‘between Dir and Chitral were drawn 
and Ashret fibally came under controll of Chitral, E 


Bota had left no apposition ir the entire area and no one dere 
raise а finger against him. Thot is why we see no more fights and 


Б, 


et the neighbouring tribes. Ті une passed on and Reise vulc 


а new family appeared on the acero of 
в they are called - desendence of Baba Ayub 


of Loon, slowly and gradually got control. of Chitra. and finally 

of Chitral. 
rrupted and 
5 death, 
) 


Eo ET cre oes а 


established their authority and. became the xx new rules 


undistzepod. Metroy succeeded his father EE 


Metroy had two sons Badii Ist and Shing Baro ( 
of further division of the tribe th 
to, Gilshing Son of Shing Para had 

e 


or d 
Gencologicsl table may bu rellcrecg 
ive sons and the A ae sub 


section of the tribe vere thus based in their mex names апі they mai 
alsa cail ed Gilshingey or Gilshing Khel , The Geneclo y of 


Ehel runs as ta ar 


Ere er freiem 


KUCHROT =. CILSHIHC 
© 
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Kuchrot Gob^nck Sot Mirok арок 


CGILSHINGKEEL E 535.06 ) 


Gilshing therefore is considered to be the rakr source of geneology 


of Ashreti tribe. During tho Kco;^re rule the Gilshingey of Ashret had been 
holding ME a nstrative force of Maliki f Trible Heads ) tut 


топ вд, these, the Mula Khel (Bram Barokey: ) have thro oughout Seen highly 
— а and. res сар not only by the sate ‘rulers bu t£ also by the rest 
in general and, by their own tribe алб the tribes o 


of Gabaron on Daring the 


in’ рому in Ashre de 
Р E 
th Pir Shah devoted hir Tifa to llah and Islem . Pac 


ger ishing. As a you 
pu 


oie 3 youth ‘spend most of his Life Хра in seclusion in the Jungal at 


ра iORUCH praying aad brooding. is known as Mula Sahib of Ashret, | 

the Story of iat piety Spread ‘all over Chitral and prone. started visiting 
hin seeking spiritual guidenca, На became a renound spiritual leader of Ala 
tines the Mehter also respected him алй held hid in high esteem, Then 

а chain oF religious scholars. and spirituel leaders begaam in the 7 


3 atur үн, Û А . У ў 
descendencia of Bran Barok son of Gilishing, Leber on cime to ha 


Mula уап-а-Ад het. Anong them © 


Qagix Said EES ( 4902 to: 


mas avery i in course 


of the rulers of their times, Mahammad Vas studying in Dehli 


jim died . He was recslled from Dehli by Sir Hasi те 
Hulk and was acpointe] Qazi cf  Cabarong o Though he had left his studies 


wher Qazi Abdul T 


un completed, but he was a born genious, probably the mont 


competent and capable Gazi of nis times. This wag the reason he was chosen 


and nome A member of the Basic Democracy during president 


He was*not only an exuert in Figha but was lso a political elite and 
1 r 


тр, 


had hold on the enbirz Gavarong araa (а The areas down south of Prog^ ane 


Called Gabavongle ° 
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e The Pringess of Rabbi Kot 


As has heen mentioned em: 


er, the story of ihis З 
by every one young and old in Ashret She маз Sei! to no the prettiest 


creature D58 God's earth. Any one wie saw her gid not belive hur to ba 
a human being- She was pretty Like a fairy. Rur 


“ings the liattle for Аа у 


kot , she sav a youth in Chhokes etry who was equally handsome ard ho 


3 


one matched him іл smartness und bravery. 


by the folk Leriest as Rani ( Princess feli 


soldiers. She vss too impatient to meet ñ 
› 


untill the for: was captured, The strong desir 


r lover through а ma 


the water ply to the fort 


was killed except this pretty and beautifull princess who was 


" given in marraige to the youth shew loved. ine Rani, Лала 


d in particular, was very ‘delicate and had been brought up 


ч 
" 
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in such.comZortable invironsent that the very fost night with he 


she could not speep in tho cosdiest and most confortable рей specially 


arranged. for Ehás fairy like: princess. 
ang, restle james 


‘Tha cause of ttt i ^ disconfort 
was a mistry to her lóveri He 


lap end searched Ж bad ami his utter astomishnent, he found a pSece 


of nniv-in the ved, which caused all En trouble, hen .t was renoved 


park of the story, lt seems is wore 


hen s, vent ot sleep. 


& pog sitio and УЗИ exagera 


Ser 


oni y 


than fact. 


YXnenkRably Kot oy Chhoke! 5 and Акелла Baba 


Yr side the fort excent 


princ were two other мелая 
souls who managed to esc: ape the fires. 
and a gär rh sone how nanag ей wo get cut 
into the “nearby Jangal unseen an 
Gal othesfound a save in the nies 


horrified kids hid themaglwas in 


the messacre in: the fort that the 


B 


were 50 


2 of retur 
civilization. They уоп. off the Land EI while Vegitable, fruits and 


ЕЯ y 
ing to the 


TRU 


in the gave which 


pest 


dant and some years 


JEA А a 


эзе» о Саозыша 


wae warried to 


down to the village . The boy ves named Jan Khon „ The т 
him, Their descendants are оа зї Jan Khang and the cave 


Jan Khen Cany even today. i 
1 
1 1 


3. Tha Suspension Bridge E 


The chievtan of Каші Kot мач his pow r 
; and was fond of show off. To disphay his grandeur to tho visitors ; he rad 


conttructed a narrow suspension bridge fe KANAN GUCH to Vslesal 


The distance between these two points is more then s furlong and it i 
gail the hight of the bridge trom the ground was about the «are. 
› д, ун, - 


Is was а work of Artistary and crattsmanshipk 


X 
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